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Vote Approve on Referendum 71 
PROTECT ALL FAMILIES 

 
  
  
There are over 12,000 people in Washington state registered in domestic partnerships. These families 
live in every county, in all parts of the state. The domestic partnership law ensures that all of these 
families have the same protections and responsibilities as their neighbors, regardless of where they 
live. 
 
Gay and lesbian families need domestic partnership laws to provide essential protections for their 
families. Committed couples who want to take care of each other should be allowed to visit each 
other in the hospital, take family and medical leave when a loved one is seriously ill, and have 
insurance coverage.  By voting to Approve Referendum 71, you will vote to ensure that all families are 
provided the same protections under the law. 
 
Families with children need the protections provided by domestic partnership laws, especially when a 
parent dies.  By voting to Approve Referendum 71, you will vote to ensure that all children are 
provided the same protections under the law. 
 
Seniors need the protections provided by domestic partnership laws. For seniors, domestic 
partnerships mean that their hard-earned social security, military or pension benefits are not put at 
risk. By voting to Approve Referendum 71, you will vote to ensure that all seniors are provided the 
same protections under the law. 
 
Police officers and firefighters who risk their lives to protect our communities need domestic 
partnership laws if they are hurt or killed in the line of duty, so that their families are taken care of by 
their pension or workers’ compensation. By voting to Approve Referendum 71, you will vote to ensure 
that all of our communities' first responders’ families are provided the same protections under the law.  
 
By voting to Approve Referendum 71, you will vote to ensure that all families should be treated fairly, 
especially in times of crisis. 
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