Persona”y and as pUblIC pOIICy’ Families are the cornerstone of a strong and durable society.

I STRONG I-v Su PPORT R-71 Domestic partnership laws allow all families the ability to
protect their loved ones. We should actively encourage that.

Whether relationships are between people of the same sex

is irrelevant; America should be gender-blind as well as
color-blind towards people in love.

By voting to Approve Referendum 71, we are voting to
keep the domestic partnership law, which helps ensure
that all families in Washington are treated fairly and equally.

R-71 should be approved. Our State will be the better for it.
Please join me in supporting R-71 by voting “approve.”

ROBERT

ROSENCRANT/Z

for SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Paid for by Rosencrantz for City Council, Harriet Bakken, Treasurer, 2316 - 18th Ave. East, Seattle, WA 98112-2113 www.RobertRosencrantz.com
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Local candidates and officials
Issue statements on Ref. 71

Compiled by James Whitely
SGN Contributing Writer

This week, SGN asked local elected of-
ficials and local candidates to give state-
ments to our readers regarding Referendum
71. Below are statements from Mayor Greg
Nickels, Representative Jamie Pedersen (D-
43), Mayoral Candidate Michael McGinn,
Mayoral Candidate Joe Mallahan, County
Executive Candidate Dow Constantine,
County Executive Candidate Susan Hutchi-
son, and Seattle City Council Candidate Da-
vid Ginsburg.
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Greg Nickels

GREG NICKELS

The path to civil rights and equal justice is
never direct or easy. It is a struggle, but one
that we bear collectively. I am a passionate
believer in equality and fairness, and I am
convinced the voters of this state will affirm
the rights of Gay and Lesbian families. Now
is the time for renewed energy, optimism
and confidence. The basic question we con-
sider is simple: should any committed cou-
ple willing to shoulder the responsibilities
of a loving partnership also enjoy the same
rights we all take for granted? The answer is
an unqualified “Yes.” There is much work to
be done, and I will lend my voice, my hands
and my heart to this important cause.

OLOHd 3114

Jamie Pedersen

JAMIE PEDERSEN

Do you want to live in a state that treats
all families fairly and equally? Or do you
want to live in a state where a group of reli-
gious fundamentalists can use their narrow
worldview to strip Gay and Lesbian couples
and their families of basic protections?
That is what you will get to decide on the
November ballot, when Washington voters
will have the chance to decide the fate of
the latest domestic partner law. I hope that
you will vote to APPROVE Referendum 71
and will work to make sure that all of your
friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family
members VOTE and vote to APPROVE.

Our continued progress in Olympia on pro-
tecting all families depends on winning this
battle. I know that we can win this, but our
success depends on strong turnout and on

rove

App

Our democracy is built on equality, and
together we can protect the rights of all citi-
zens.

REF.71

Protect All Washington Families

Keep the Domestic Partnership Law

Approve71.org

T3LLINY NNVYHS

Michael McGinn

making sure that people understand the right
way to vote. Please help!

MICHAEL MCGINN

The threat posed by opponents to civil
rights cannot be underestimated, and it will
take a smart and dedicated campaign to pass
R-71.Tlook forward to working closely with
Senator Ed Murray and other leaders in our
city to make sure we do everything possible
to maximize the vote coming out of Seattle
for this important
measure.

R-71 expands
the rights and re-
sponsibilities of
domestic partners
registered in our
state. This leg-
islation brings
us closer to full
equality and rep-
resents a step for-
ward for our soci-
ety.

In 2004 I read
the decision of
Judge William
Downing of King
County Superior
Court, which ruled
that it was uncon-
stitutional to deny
marriage to same
sex couples. His
ruling was clear,
unequivocal, and
signaled a new
age. I was disappointed when the State
Supreme Court overturned that decision
in 2006 on grounds that do not stand up to
scrutiny.

Dow Constantine

T3LLINM NNVHS

Joe Mallahan

JOE MALLAHAN

In Washington State, there are 12,000
people registered in domestic partnerships.
Approving Referendum 71 will protect fam-
ily/medical leave for sick loved ones, will
protect health insurance coverage for a fam-
ily and will provide protections for children
if a parent dies. If we do not approve Ref.
71, these protections will be taken away.
Seattle’s LGBT community has honored
me with their highest ranking (five straight
A’s) in the may-
oral campaign
and their support
helped me win
the primary.

I urge Seattle
voters to approve
Referendum 71.
Taking away fam-
ily protections are
not my values,
and I know they
aren’t your val-
ues, either. That’s
why I am asking
you to join me in
approving Refer-
endum 71.

We need to
spread the word
that this will be
a tough fight. We
need to get out
the Seattle vote to
show that Wash-
ington is a place
that treats all fam-

OLOHd TVIDI440

ilies fairly and equally.
Please join me approving Referendum
71.

DOW CONSTANTINE

I’m confident that Washington voters will
stand up for fairness and uphold the state’s
domestic partnership bill. That bill recog-
nizes the right of committed domestic part-
ners to the legal benefits of marriage.

As a leader of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, I fought against many similar ef-
forts to deprive some Washingtonians of
the rights the rest of us take for granted, in-
cluding attempts by right-wing legislators
to deny partner benefits at the University of
Washington. We won that fight, and we can
win this one too.

Protect our core values. Uphold basic
rights. Work to support the passage of Ref-
erendum 71.
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Susan Hutchison

SUSAN HUTCHISON

I will mark my ballot “approve” for
R-71. I believe the state law which passed
by wide margins in Olympia this year was
appropriate action by the legislature to ad-
dress a number of remaining legal issues for
domestic partnerships and I don’t believe
it should be overturned. King County has
strong domestic partnership protections in
place as well. As your county executive, I
will ensure the county upholds the laws that
provide fairness and equality in the work-
place and beyond.

T3LLINY NNVHS

David Ginsberg

DAVID GINSBERG

The legislature did the right thing in pass-
ing the “everything but marriage” legisla-
tion, and this attempt to turn back the clock
and repeal rights that were granted by the
legislature is reprehensible. My partner
Mike and I have 7-year-old twins. Our fam-
ily deserves to have the same rights as any
other family. Our kids deserve the same le-
gal protections that are provided to any oth-
er family. We must stand together and show
the forces of hatred and fear that they are in
the minority and a dying breed. I'll fight for
those rights just as I’ve fought for equality
and social justice for my whole life.

Visit us online www.sgn.org
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Progressive pastors weigh
in on Referendum 71

by David Zimmerman
Special to the SGN

Seattle Gay News asked two progressive
religious leaders how Referendum 71 is be-
ing considered in their pews, and how they
size up the referendum’s biggest opponent,
the religious right. David Zimmerman con-
ducted the interview.

David Zimmerman: Ray Neal, you
are the pastor at Metropolitan Community
Church. Who worships there? Do you incor-
porate LGBT issues in your sermons?

Ray Neal: MCC Seattle is the original
welcoming, inclusive, affirming congrega-
tion of the Pacific Northwest, founded by
and for persons in the LGBT community in
1972. We welcome all persons of sexual ori-
entation or gender identity. The congrega-
tion is made up of Gay men, Lesbian wom-
en, Transgender and Bisexual persons, and
our straight supporters. LGBT issues are
strongly addressed through Biblical teach-
ings specifically gauged to refute the funda-
mentalist religious right’s claims against the
LGBT community.

Zimmerman: Karla Fredericksen, you’re
the pastor at the Des Moines United Meth-
odist Church. When did the church start
welcoming the LGBT community? How did
it change the dynamic at the church?

Karla Fredericksen: The Church offi-
cially became a “Reconciling” (also known
as open and affirming) congregation in Sep-
tember 2008. The church is very welcoming
overall of the LGBT community and has
been for several years, with a few openly
Gay persons who were members. My lead-
ership with this congregation started in July
2008. We announce LGBT events without
wondering if someone is going object, and
we introduce people and their entire family,

their partners, etc. We also have had some
new members to the community who have
come because of our open stance — straight,
Gay and Transgendered, too.

Zimmerman: One of the staples of the re-
ligious right is to quote biblical text in their
assertion that being Gay or Lesbian is a sin.
Where do you go in the Bible to refute those
claims?

Fredericksen: I go to the gospels, which
should be the very core of our Christian
faith. I go to Jesus and his teachings about
love. Jesus said, “Love one another as I have
loved you.” I also go to Leviticus and name
all the laws that we don’t look to, such as
tearing down our mildewed walls and burn-
ing them at the city dump; and not eating
shellfish and shrimp! I ask, why do we take
one reference to homosexuality from Leviti-
cus and hold it up as a standard, when 95%
of laws alongside it are scorned and thought
of as laughable?

Neal: In the one incident recorded in the
Bible when Jesus came into contact with a
Gay man, he told the man that he hadn’t met
anyone with such faith. The man had asked
for Jesus to heal his lover (Matthew 8:5-13).
The Bible is full of stories that demonstrate
God’s love for all persons regardless of
whether those persons meet the purity codes
that some hold in such high regard in the
Bible. Jesus refuted the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees and the religious lawyers of his day.
Jesus’ words of rebuttal echo down through
the ages, telling us that the religious right
is as wrong as the Pharisees and religious
lawyers of his day were. They are misusing
and abusing the word of God meant to bring
peace and love to all persons. They replace
God’s word of love with words of hate.

Zimmerman: Because of the religious
right, many in the LBGT community have
stayed away from organized religion.

APPROYE REF.71
PARTY AT

Presented
in conjunction
with

Thutsday. October 15, 8 PM - Midnight
NO COVER

featuring Elysian Night Owl Pumpkin Ale
and leavenworth Oktoberfest Bier on Draft!

100°% OFf THE PROCEEDS OFf AWL DRAFT SALES
GO DIRECTLY TO APPROVE REF.7 1
(waAsHINGTON FAMIUES STANDING TOGETHER).

Preserve the domestic partnership law!
Have a beer - of The Skyy 71 cocktail - and support
this crucial organization.

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! YVOTE! VOTE!

2328 €. Madison St. - 206.323.1098 - www.bottlencckiounge.com
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Metropolitan Community Church Pastor Ray Neal

Fredericksen: Come and see us! There
are so many faith communities now who
will accept you, value you, love you just as
you are. And we will not try to make you
something you are not.

Zimmerman: Ray, you are Gay and a
pastor. What would you tell these people?

Neal: I’d certainly stay away from any-
one who told me “God hates fags” or more
politely asked me if I knew that “Gay and
Christian” were incompatible facts of life.
Why go where you aren’t welcome? Why
stay in a place where you are constantly be-
ing bombarded with hate-filled speech? If
that happened to me, you better bet I’d be up
and out of my seat and headed for the door
as fast as possible. Churches can provide a
wonderful place of community for us, pro-
vided they are churches where the love of
God is taught as paramount, and differences
between persons is seen as a challenge to
love more and grow together to build the
kind of community that Jesus and the Jew-
ish Old Testament taught us was possible.
We should follow God’s teachings about
community, love, and hospitality toward the
stranger.

Zimmerman: As a reporter, [ often run
into progressive religious leaders who em-
brace equal marriage rights, yet it seems the
religious right dominates the discussion.
Are they more organized than the religious
left? How can you change that?

Neal: When Communism died, the re-
ligious right turned toward the Gay com-
munity to wage its war against sin. They
encourage their followers to send money.
They’ve been very successful with this
ploy to sway emotions. I‘ve heard my own
father quote some of his religious heroes’
twisted facts and untruths about the LGBT
community. My father sent money to fight
“the homosexual menace.” Knowing I was
a Christian minister, my Dad would forward
their propaganda to me, not once thinking I
was a Gay minister and would find it objec-
tionable. I finally told him to, please, stop
sending it to me. I could not believe the lies
they were telling about our community. It
was simply shocking.

Fredericksen: Apparently they have been
better organized — until now! We are find-
ing our voice, although the secular progres-
sive movements are doing a better job so far,
than the religious. Our denomination’s Rec-
onciling Ministries Network is very active
— however, it is very much working toward
change and acceptance within our own de-
nomination first.

Zimmerman: What are you and other
progressive leaders doing to help approve
Referendum 717

Fredericksen: I include references to
Referendum 71 in preaching, and we have
an information table set up next Sunday in

our narthex. As far as the impact these small
contributions have to the debate, I believe
that there is a ripple effect in the universe,
and we may never know just what our small
pebbles thrown in the pond might do in the
long term.

Neal: I would encourage all pastors and
lay-leaders of congregations in Seattle and
Washington State who support equal rights
for all persons to boldly tell membership
and friends to approve Referendum 71.
Some leaders don’t want to rock the boat
within their churches. But by not standing
up for equal rights in bold speech and clear
writings, we are helping to defeat our hope
and keeping the walls of separation and hate
in place. It’s time to “tear down the walls
and build up hope” for all people! It’s time
to stand up and speak out for God and for
God’s people. Pastors and lay-leaders can
have a big influence in how this election
process plays out.

Zimmerman: Are you affecting the de-
bate?

Neal: I speak out boldly within my con-
gregation and the community in as many
different ways as possible. I write letters to
the editor and share my beliefs over coffee
with others. I preach the truth to my con-
gregation and asked them to share the issue
with family, friends, and co-workers. I go to
rallies and march for justice and equality.
My congregation is a supporting organiza-
tion for [the campaign to] approve Referen-
dum 71. I encourage all progressive leaders
in our religious communities to do the same.
Speak up, speak out!

Zimmerman: How important is approv-
ing Referendum 71 in both its immediate
outcome — rights for domestic partners —and
in the broader LGBT rights movement?

Fredericksen: Immediately, it would just
plain be fair and moral. In a broader view,
people have to recognize basic rights, even
for those they may despise or undervalue,
before they can come to terms with putting
aside other animosities and learn to accept
all people as they are. Basic rights are a step
toward broader and inclusive and equal
rights.

Zimmerman: Marriage as an institution
has changed throughout American history.
Women were denied a host of rights when
they entered marriage far into the 20th cen-
tury. Until 1967 when the Supreme Court
struck down anti-miscegenation laws in
Loving v. Virginia, it was illegal in some
states for people of different races to marry.
How does the modern day equal marriage
movement play into this history?

Fredericksen: One more wall needs to
be broken down so that all may have equal
rights and freedom:s.

This interview was edited and condensed.
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Growing up, my [Father d]WdyS told me
‘Life Isn't Fair .
| would d]WdyS ask “But Why Not?”

WG now thG d ChdnCG to chdnge thdt.

PURR Cocktalil L ounge supports the fight.
The fight for Equality.
The fisht to "Make Life Fair.”

Approve REF 7.

We vill always be on your side.

The side of [airess and Equality.

Your Friends,
PURR Cocktalil | ounge

Barbie

PUIT

COCKTAIL LOUNG

1518 11th Avenue | www. purrseafttle.com
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) Pride Foundation wants

...this ballet belongs to its star-crossed
lovers, who leave us moved
and marveling at its end

V24
B r a » O o — The Seattle Times

you to Approve Ref. 71

Pride

FOUNDATION

BuIlalg ejabuy © 0j0Ud “9HEM3[ISO USIINT 3 09NISEJUEd IUB30N

NORTHWEST BALLET

ROMEO et JULIETTE

This weekend ONLY! October 1—4 | McCaw Hall

Tickets start at $25

206.441.2424 | www.pnb.org | 206.441.2416 groups

Choreography: Jean-Christophe Maillot Music: Sergei Prokofiev

Peter Boal

» Artistic Director

Micresoft ﬂ:

by Shaun Knittel
SGN Staff Writer

The Pride Foundation announced Septem-
ber 25 it helped to raise $35,000 for the Ap-
prove Ref. 71 campaign. One hundred per-
cent of contributions will go directly to the
campaign, said Pride Foundation officials.

“Although there is still much more work
to do to approve Referendum 71, today I
feel hopeful and proud to be a part of a com-
munity that comes together and gives so
generously to defend fairness and equality,”
said Audrey Haberman, Pride Foundation’s
executive director.

On September 21, the board of directors
of the Pride Foundation, a Seattle-based
LGBT philanthropic organization, voted to
contribute $15,000 to the Approve Ref. 71
campaign. Haberman asked foundation sup-
porters to raise another $10,000 to make a
powerful statement by the Pride Foundation
community. The organization’s supporters
listened, contributing $20,353 to bring the
total amount to a $35,353 contribution.

Haberman thanked everyone for his or

her contribution in a September 25 e-mail.
“This is an incredible statement,” she said.
“I thank each of who gave to this effort and
all of you who encouraged your friends to
give alongside you. Your efforts this week
have re-affirmed what I know of the Pride
Foundation community — that you are a
committed group of people who always
respond quickly and generously to ensure
LGBT equality.”

Additionally, the message to Pride Foun-
dation community members contained a
reminder for everyone to register to vote,
make sure their voter registration informa-
tion is correct, and to vote to approve Refer-
endum 71 this November.

“I really appreciate all the organizations
and people that have come together to help
the Approve Ref. 71 efforts. The urgency of
this vote is being felt by people all over the
state,” Haberman told SGN. “I am not at all
surprised that Pride Foundation’s supporters
came together and contributed so heavily to
this work. I am honored that, together, we
are able to contribute $35,000 to the Ap-
prove Ref. 71 campaign.”

Referendum 71:
Freedom and family

by Teri Bednarski
Vice President of
Tacoma Lesbian Concern

On November 3, in a non-presidential
election year, a 114-page referendum will
appear on our ballots. Who is going to take
the time to read these 114 pages? To tell the
truth, I have been involved in the issue since
March, and I still have not read it.

My teenage daughter has done artwork
for a “Decline to Sign” poster, I have volun-
teered at Decline to Sign events, helped here
and there behind the scenes, and worked
half a day monitoring the signature verifica-
tion process in Olympia.

While what I have done pales in com-
parison to the amazing efforts of people like
Laurie Jenkins and all the very dedicated
and seemingly tireless volunteers in Pierce
County and their peers across Washington
State, will it be enough? Will the effort be
enough to communicate to our neighbors
and family that behind all the words of these
114 pages, the result, if Referendum 71 is
rejected, boils down to simple bigotry?

I have witnessed the trials that the Trans-
gendered experience and the damage that
occurs when they are not allowed to express
their true selves. Many times they hide be-
cause they are so terrified of this very type of
bigotry and the need to support their family
in a culture that would not support them if
they stayed with a partner of the same sex.

I grew up facing the bigotry that existed
prior to the Kennedy administration and
the resulting damage to my family because
my sister has Down Syndrome. I can only

guess what many children face today whose
gender identity or sexual orientation is not
supported in our culture, but who have the
courage to show it.

We have heard of the hardships experi-
enced by Gay men and Lesbians who defend
our country that have to keep their window
shades drawn when they are home to hide
their relationships. What are we teaching
their children, to whom their love is so obvi-
ous and their dedication to our country be-
yond reproach?

The one point on which the opposition and
I agree is this: Referendum 71 is not only
about issues around how we define adult re-
lationships, but maybe, more importantly,
what we are teaching our children. I want
my son and daughter to feel they have a
choice, a choice to pursue a relationship that
is not defined by how society defines gender,
but by the values, morals and connection
they have with the person with whom they
wish to share their lives. A choice I did not
even know existed when [ was growing up. I
do not want that choice to be constrained by
anything but their hearts. I trust that I have
taught my children the tools to discover
their own path though life. I have no desire
to constrain or interfere with the parent-
ing done by those whose viewpoints match
those of the opposition, but then again, I do
not want mine constrained, either.

This referendum is all about freedom. It is
all about family. How much effort are we as
individuals and as a community willing to
put forth to fight for our rights to care and
support those we love? Will those that fol-
low us see it as enough?
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Your ENDORSED Candidate

Max Vekich

Port Commission Position 4
Endorsed by

SEAMEC Sen. Maria Cantwell
Metropolitan Rep. Jim McDermott
Democrats Rep. Jamie Pedersen
The Sierra Club Rep. Joe McDermott
Fuse Russ Brubaker
Publicola
King County Labor See all of our
Council endorsements at
King County Democrats max4ourport.com

Vekich

Port Commissioner

Approve R-71

Pald for by Friends of Max Vekich PO Box 1951] Seattle WA 98109

WE NEED YOUR HELP. WASHINGTON FAMILIES STANDING TOGETHER IS HOSTING PHONE BANKS OUT OF
THE EQUAL RIGHTS WASHINGTON OFFICE IN SEATTLE, EVERY MONDAY THRU THURSDAY. MANY SHIFTS
ARE AVAILABLE, SO PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING YOUR TIME TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF
THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES ACROSS THE STATE. LOG ON TO: WWW.APPROVE71.0RG FOR MORE DETAILS.
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Proudly Serving the LGBT & Allied Business Community for Nearly 30 Years.

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! &




